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Objective: assist Member States in 
selected key regions to generate, 
analyse and report data on 
synthetic drugs;  and ultimately, 
to facilitate States making effective 
evidence-based decisions to counter 
the problem of synthetic drugs

Features of UNODC Global SMART: 
• Online data collection
• Situation reports
• Regional assessments   

UNODC Global SMART Programme
Synthetics Monitoring: Analyses, Reporting and Trends



Monitoring designer drugs

• The Global SMART Update is designed to provide regular brief reporting on 
emerging patterns and trends of the fast changing global synthetic drug situation

• Each issue of the Update contains special coverage and thematic segments



• Field detection 
kits 
– precursor 

chemicals
– synthetic 

drugs

New

Supported by UNODC forensic science programme

• New multi-lingual precursor dictionary

• Computer-based 
training material



More than half of UN Member States have reported ATS related 
manufacture since 1990

Source: UNODC, 2011 World Drug Report, June 2011



Estimates of ATS manufacture

Source: UNODC, 2010 World Drug Report, June 2010



Routes of ephedrine/pseudoephedrine diversion cases,
2008/10

Source: UNODC, 2011 World Drug Report, June 2011
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Number of dismantled ATS laboratories, 2007-2009

Source: UNODC, 2011 World Drug Report, June 2011.



Trends in seizures of main drug categories (Index: 1998=100), 1995-2009

Source: UNODC, Annual Reports Questionnaire Data / DELTA.
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Locations of ecstasy manufacture and main trafficking routes, 2005-
2009

Sources: UNODC, Annual Reports Questionnaire Data, UNODC, Individual Drug Seizure Database, other government sources.



Estimates of global illicit drug use (annual prevalence)
among people aged 15-64 years, 2009/10
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As a percentage of the 
population aged 15-64:

Cannabis:           2.8 – 4.5%

Amphetamines: 0.3 – 1.3% 

Ecstasy-group:   0.2 – 0.6%

Opiates:              0.3 – 0.5%

Cocaine:            0.3 – 0.5%

Source: UNODC, 2011 World Drug Report.



The challenge
• Manufacture: Reported in more than 60 countries.   
• Trafficking: 

– Global ATS seizures have almost doubled over the past 
decade

– 39 mt (1999), 70.5 mt (2009) 
– Precursors trafficked globally 

• Use:
– More users of ATS than cocaine and heroin

“Tip of the iceberg” = Significant information gaps exist



Amphetamines and 
Ecstasy

2011 Global ATS 
Assessment

HIGHLIGHTS



ASIA: NEW TRAFFICKING ROUTES



INCREASE IN METHAMPHETAMINE PILL 
SEIZURES



AMERICAS: RISING ATS 
MANUFACTURE



WEST AFRICA: FIRST 
METHAMPHETAMINE LABORATORY IN 

NIGERIA



EUROPE: METHAMPHETAMINE SEIZURES 
ON THE RISE IN EUROPE



EUROPE: Trends in amphetamines use

Source: UNODC, 2011 World Drug Report, June 2011.



Europe: trends in ecstasy use in selected countries

Source: UNODC, 2011 World Drug Report, June 2011.



Unregulated substances



Unregulated substances sold on ATS 
markets

• Piperazines
• Ketamine 
• Synthetic 

cathinones (‘bath 
salts’)



Unregulated substances sold on ATS 
markets

• Synthetic cannabinoids
• Plants with psychoactive 

properties
• Kratom (Mitragyna

speciosa)
• Salvia divinorum



Synthetic cannabinoids

• New

• Comprehensive overview of the 
synthetic cannabinoids

• reflects the situation as of January 
2011 

• Information on pharmacological 
activity, potential toxicity and 
recommendations regarding the legal 
handling of this new phenomenon



Ways to address the challenge

• Monitoring is essential and important (Early Warning System, Structured Internet 
monitoring- forums, Updates, Alerts) 

• Monitoring systems exist in most developed countries only, less so in developing 
and emerging countries 

• Laboratory analysis and sharing of information through networks
• Composition, profiling, health effects
• Challenges: large number of new substances, lack of reference material, lack of 
capacity

• Regulation 
•Various options available (individual, generic, analogue, substitute drugs, effects on 
central nervous system)



Beate Hammond, 
UNODC Global SMART Programme

beate.hammond@unodc.org

THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR ATTENTION

More sources for ATS information
www.unodc.org www.apaic.org
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